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The Rapid Alert System for Food and 

Feed (RASFF) allows the European 

Commission, EU Member States and 

other associated countries to share 

information and take immediate action

when dangerous food or feed is 

detected on the market or at the border

of the EU

RASFF - Objectives
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• Contact point in each Member Country

European Commission 

European Food Safety Authority 

EFTA Surveillance Authority

Switzerland – partial participation

Austria Greece Portugal Iceland 

Belgium Hungary Romania Norway

Bulgaria Ireland Slovakia             Liechstenstein

Cyprus Italy Slovenia 

Czech Republic Latvia Spain 

Denmark Lithuania Sweden 

Estonia Luxembourg United Kingdom 

Finland Malta (Croatia)

France Netherlands

Germany Poland

RASFF – Members of the Network
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RASFF – Information Flow
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Alert
Feed which is on the market arising a serious risk and requiring 
rapid action in another country.

Information
Feed arising a risk but not requiring rapid action in another country
• for follow-up (because the risk is not considered as serious)
• for attention (because the product is not on the market at the 

time of notification)

Border Rejection
Consignment of feed that was refused entry into the European 
Union for reason of a risk to human health and also to animal 
health or to the environment if it concerns feed.

RASFF – Classification of Information
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RASFF – Hazards Notification 2011
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Documents 

� Notification form

� Analytical report

� Picture(s)

� Delivery document(s)

� Distribution list(s)

� Invoic(es)

� Recall, Letter of withdrawal,

� Press release

� Other documents

(e.g. Health Certificates, CVED/CED, etc.)

Content of Notifications
�Type of hazard, Risk
� Product description
� Concerned batches,  
Tracking and Tracing   
(e.g.lot, BBD, Origin of the product)
� Legal bases, Limits 
� Measures taken

(Withdrawal from market, Recall,  
Border rejection, Public warning, 
Destruction, Redispatching, 
Monitoring of recall, etc.)

� Distribution
(EU, Third Countries)

RASFF – Content of Notifications/Documents
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symbol (Alert, Information, 
Border Rejection)

number of notification

title

special explanatory notes and 
recommendations
by the European Commission

product category

Example of a RASFF Notification



9

Available via the following link:
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/rasff-window/portal/

RASFF Portal – public information
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RASFF Portal – Overview of Notifications
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� More than 60 countries directly linked to 
RASFF Window, for more than 98% of 
notifications.

� These countries have designated a specific 
RASFF contact point that the Commission’s 
RASFF team may use to exchange information 
in the context of a RASFF notification.

� Through the RASFF Window t hey can share
information concerning their country.

� They can provide feedback to the notifications 
which can be transmitted as a follow-up 
notification.

RASFF  Window – Exchange Information with Third Countries 
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RASFF  Window – Overview of Notifications
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http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/rapidale
rt/index_en.htm f

� information regarding the system and its legal basis

� RASFF portal database

� Annual reports

RASFF online


